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In this issue: 

Virtual Preservation Month 2 

Commemorative Postal Stamps 3 

Excerpts from The Rice Shock, 1923 
Charlton High School Annual 

4 

Dear Members, 

May is Preservation Month. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the National Trust has 
made their campaign a virtual experience. 
Read more about their campaign in this issue 
of our newsletter. Thanks to modern 
technology we are able to continue to learn 
and participate in projects that aim to preserve 
our history, all while staying safe at home. 

Thank you to our members for your time and 
service. 
Theresa Goodness, JCHC Chair 

C h a i r m a n ’ s l e t t e r 

Special points of interest: 

* Jefferson County Fast Facts 

* Courthouse Mini-Museum Exhibit 

* Area Museum Online Resources 

M a y , 2 0 2 0 V o l u m e 2 0 2 0 , I s s u e 3 

3/8/1920 
Date Commissioner’s Court 
ordered Beaumont Shingle 
and Lumber Company to 
repair the tram road crossing 
at Beaumont-Cheek road 
within ten days or the tracks 
would be removed by the 
Commissioner of Pct. 4, 
W.A. Coward. 

12/08/1941 
D a t e o f O r d e r b y 
Commissioner’s Court to 
change the name of the office 
of County Attorney to 
Criminal District Attorney 
pursuant to a petition by the 
incumbent, Melvin Combs. 

J E F F E R S O N C O U N T Y F a s t F a c t s 

Nation Trust for Historic Preservation launches 
Virtual Preservation Month Campaign 
Photo Credit: Saving Places website 

7,500 
Number of miles of Texas 
state highways identified in 
1941 to be included in the 
national network of military 
routes vital to the national 
defense during WWII. 
Texas had twice as much of 
the network as any other 
state except California. 



 

   

      
     

      
       

       
      

        
         
       

      
       

       
        
      

 

 

 

   

   

    

   

  

     

   

    

       

 
 

                  
                        

                      

 

 

 

              
               

    
 

      
    
    

       
         

      

  
 

V i r t u a l P r e s e r v a t i o n M o n t h 

The National Trust for the Preservation of Historic Places is celebrating the month of May as Virtual Preservation 
Month. To receive a daily email or text reminder to unlock a piece of history every day be sure to sign up on their web-
site. To tour a collection of historic places, including the Villa Finale, in San Antonio, visit their historic sites page: 

https://savingplaces.org/historic-sites#.XrBBgTaWyUm 

The goal of The National Trust’s Women’s Histo-
ry Project is to find 1,000 places where women 
have left their mark in America. 

Credit: https://savingplaces.org/where-women-
made-history#.XrFlrjaWyUk 

U p c o m i n g J c h c m e m b e r s h i p m e e t i n g s i n 2 0 2 0 

Meetings to be held at Noon at the Jefferson County Courthouse, 1149 Pearl Street, 3rd Floor, Beau-
mont,TX 77701 in the JCHC Conference Room. (All meetings subject to cancellation under state 
and federal COVID-19 guidelines.) 

· July 15, 2020 
· September 16, 2020 
· November 18, 2020 

Any work in the preservation or 
promotion of Jefferson County History 
may be counted toward your volunteer 
hours. JCHC meetings and travel time 
to and from meetings also count as 
volunteer hours. Members are reminded 
that at least 50 hours of volunteer work 
per year is required of each member. 
Also with the number of hours, JCHC 

needs a general description of work 
performed, for example: 3 Hours – 
Marker Survey. If you have any questions, 
please call the office at 409-835-8701 or 
contact Linda via email at 
histcomm@co.jefferson.tx.us 

Beaumont Heritage Society 

Beaumont Landmark Commission 

Port Arthur Landmark Commission 

Texas Historical Foundation 

Beaumont Main Street 

Museum of the Gulf Coast 

Tyrrell Historical Library 

V o l u n t e e r H O U R S a n d m e m b e r s h i p 
P r e s e r v a t i o n 

P a r t n e r s 
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https://savingplaces.org/where-women
https://savingplaces.org/historic-sites#.XrBBgTaWyUm


 

     
       
     

    
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
     

     
    

      
   

    

      
   
    

    

    
     
     

    

APl'UCO AT SOUTH TtXAS STATt fAIA 

P. O. Box 655 

~ ..,,, 

:!r , Vernon ~. Brown , Jr . 

'1 p .-, 5 0 

Texas 

Mr . L.B. Gatche ll, 
41 Grand Boulevard. 
Binghamton, N. Y. 

~ 
IA AIR MAIL 

P o s t a l S t a m p s a n d s p e c i a l s t a m p s c o m m e m o r a t i n g 
t e x a s a n d J e f f e r s o n c o u n t y h i s t o r y 

First airmail flight out of Beaumont on 
inaugural run from Houston to New 
Orleans, January 23, 1929. 
Photo Credit: Leslie McMahen 

3 

JCHC member, Les McMahen, 
provided these images of envelopes in his 
collection which have postage stamps and/ 
or special stamps commemorating both 
Texas and Jefferson County history. 

Texas Centennial cover with 1936 Texas state-
hood stamp and special stamp applied at the South 
Texas State Fair and showing Lena Runnels 100-
year old cattle brand. 
Photo Credit: Leslie McMahen 

Special stamp honors inauguration of jet 
airmail service from the Beaumont-Port 
Arthur Airport on October 1, 1968. 
Photo Credit: Leslie McMahen 
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1\ht . A. L ,. Pn1 0 E 
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TOP ROW: 

]\ l n s . , ---. I. \ ,..ALL1t:a~ 

fi i .slory 
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~[, ~:-; }. l ,\H\:" HTATII'\ 
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"' R SI ( ' . L. s~nTrr 
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Ji] -,, 9li:s11 r ri nc i,-,al 11 [ a t111~ur<1l ;c,., 

DOTTOM HOW : 

.\I n. \ \'". \\' . ~l c CARTE.R Al n s. :\ I AHY \ V1 L LJAM S 

c h .. n c t· , ~• u _q/ i.~1, 

C h a r l t o n H i g h S c h o o l 

E x c e r p t s f r o m 1 9 2 3 A n n u a l , T h e R i c e S h o c k 

JCHC member, Lynn Simon, who has been conducting research into the history of African-American schools in 
Beaumont, provided the following excerpts from the 1923 Annual for Charlton High School, The Rice Shock. 
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'ii'G:Jrn rnia@rn ~ [][)®@fil 

'rhe s u ccess o.f the athletic phase or wo1·k i.n 
'. H. S. i s due to Cooch Pdce, who s n cc ·oclerl 

out· c_·-coach, J u1u • Bl(ui • h •tt e . l:li s is a systern 
no t or word· , buL of a • t ion . J,l.e illus trates tl, 
points by good hard words on hi s pcn·t, and 
wl1ih• ·uovor • •en fro,vnin g a h,·ays tak es the 
wm·k at hand se ,·ious ly . The efio rt ho put fo~·tit 
in J1uving u. \\' i11n.ing tcn.n1 ,vas a success. Bis 
111 e th od of: coa •hi n g has '\YOU mnch fn.DJ.Q o.1n .011g 

hi s boy·. T h J:ail: t st or l1is a bility b as h own 
n s t ha t h e i s worU1y o.f lJe i11g a couch . The l y 
of s u ccess l ies in hi.m. 'Jc.h i b in,.. hi s first yea1· 
a s coac h , h e has prov 11 to us U1at his e~•'•Pe rie nce 
is r r cu.t, a 11 d cve r·y d ay in every ,Yny h e i s rrct­
ting h e tte r and b e tter. If h e we r e t o l eave thi• s 
y ea,· 1,is rmme would b e long l'Om o111be1· d, bnt 
h e will b e bac k n ext year to tun1 out n t eam. tbnt 
will tak e tl,e s tate cbuu1pio11 ·J,lp. 

!l 
I I 
l 
I 
! 
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l' 
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;±:::===============================:::::==::::::::============::::::::==============:::±+ 

C o n t i n u e d C h a r l t o n H i g h S c h o o l 

E x c e r p t s f r o m 1 9 2 3 A n n u a l , T h e R i c e S h o c k 

5 



 

       
 

         
        

  
 

       

    

        
 

   

  
 

       
         

 

          

 
    

    

 

  
 

          
  

 
     

     
  

   
      

I . : . CITY --
BOOMTOWN '-'. _- _-_--·. 

. . I . 
. . _· . _-. • 

A R E A M u s e u m U P C O M I N G E V E N T S 

Museum of the Gulf Coast 

Check out photos and descriptions of some of the 
35,000 items in the museum’s collections at the 
link below. 

Credit: Museum of the Gulf Coast website 

Museum of the Gulf Coast 
Photo Credit: museumofthegulfcoast.org 

Photo Credit: Spindletop Gladys City Boomtown Museum 
website 

McFaddin-Ward House Museum 

Viewpoints Newsletter 

Viewpoints is an informative quarterly newsletter highlighting 
what's happening at the museum as well as providing themed 
historical interpretation. 

Check out current and past issues at the link below. 

Credit: McFaddin-Ward House Museum 

Spindletop Gladys City Boomtown 

Wildcatter Gazette 

Check out past issues of the Wildcatter Gazette at the 
link below 

Credit: Spindletop Gladys City Boomtown Museum website 

6 

McFaddin-Ward House Museum 
Photo Credit: McFaddin-Ward House Museum website 

https://museumofthegulfcoast.org


 

   
  
   
 

  
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

   
      

      
      

       
      

       
      
      

    
       

      
     

      
       

       

  
    

   
   
  

   

 

   

   

   

     

   

   

  

      
  

    

1149 Pearl Street 
Third Floor 

Beaumont, TX 77701 

Tel: 409-835-8701 
E-mail: 

histcomm@co.jefferson.tx.us 
Linda McMahen, Coordinator 

Jefferson 
County 

Historical 
Commission 

The Jefferson County Historical 
Commission is proud to announce its 
latest exhibit, “Forest Park High School,” 
housed in the Mini-Museum located on 
the first floor of the Jefferson County 
Courthouse. The exhibit contains a 
sampling of the rich history of Beaumont’s 
Forest Park High School Trojans. The 
exhibit includes such items as Trojan 
football programs, annuals, pictures and 
news articles. We are thankful for JCHC 
member Brenda Jackson for putting this 
exhibit together. The Mini-Museum 
hours are Monday through Friday, 7:30 
AM through 5:00 PM. The exhibit will be 
on display until further notice. 

J C H C m i n i -M u s e u m 
“ F O R E S T P A R K H I G H S C H O O L ” 

To preserve and 
promote history within 

the County. 

We’re on the web! 
http://co.jefferson.tx.us/ 
Historical_Commission/ 

Jefferson County Historical Commission 

Executive Board 2019 - 2020 

Chairman, Theresa Goodness 

1st Vice-Chairman, Bruce A. Hamilton 

2nd Vice-Chairman, Les McMahen 

Treasurer, Linda McMahen 

Secretary, Jen Trenbeath 

Forest Park High School Memorabilia Exhibit in 
Courthouse Mini-museum 
Photo Credit: Linda McMahen 
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